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Welcome 


Hello! and welcome to this, the first 
of what will be a regular newsletter to 
owners of one of the Computers from 
the exciting Diek Smith range. DSE 
Comput will cater to all users and 
hopefully all interests. We will of course 
devote the bulk of the newletter to the 
new Challenger and CAT computers as 
well as to owners of the popular VZ-200. 
Being the first issue, we won’t get 
involved in technical jargon or other 
‘deep’ issues but content ourselves with a 
broader approach. 

We welcome and indeed solicit (in 
writing) news, views and tech. bits as 
well as any information that you feel we 
should know about for inclusion with 
future issues. I would, however point out 
that while we are unable to answer all 
letters directly, we will re-print 
representative questions and answers 
within the Newsletter. 

Irrespective of which computer you 
now own or the reasons for your 
purchase, as a keen enthusiast or a 
businessman, we hope to provide a 
medium of valuable information from 
which we can all benefit. 

If you haven’t already done so— 
please fill in the Warranty/ Registration 
card that comes with your system and 
send it in. This will guarantee your 
ımmediate inclusion to the list of 
recipients of this newsletter—best of all, 
it’s free. 

As a special benefit to those who are 
registered, we hope to be able to provide 
discounts on certain peripherals, made 
available at various times throughout the 
year—in conjunction with Dick Smith 
Electronics stores across Australia. We 
also hope to be running competitions 
with some valuable prizes up for grabs. 


The specific objectives of the 
Newsletter are to:— 


l. provide a method of free 
communication and information 
interchange between users for the 
benefit of all. 


2. provide news, views and the latest in 
both hardware and = software 
developments from Dick Smith 
Electronics including re-prints from 





overseas journals and magazines to 
ensure that you are all kept fully up- 
to-date. 


. provide a medium by which a 
consensus of opinions can be aired, 
and, to be able to provide feedback to 
the manufacturer to allow action to 
be taken (if necessary) to further 
improve the product. 


. provide assistance to non-expert users 
by detailing user’s experiences as well 
as ‘hints and tips’ type information. 


. provide a ‘where to get it’ service for 
those of you who need anything from 
a book to a special program or just 
where to enrol at a course in 
computers. 


We hope you enjoy DSE Comptit— 
please write and let us know your 
thoughts—your likes and dislikes—and 
what you want. Remember that for this 
newsletter to work—we need your 
assistance in the provision of 
information—so keep those letters and 
cards rolling in. 





In this issue: 

New Products & Services 
Software 

User Group News 

Over to you 
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NEW PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


Not perhaps the greatest name ever 
invented for a column but one that we 
trust you will find informative. 


Training Available: 


Because DSE realise the importance 
of learning to understand how to use 
(and therefore get the best from) your 
new computer and the software you 
received with it, a number of computer 


New Products 


e A new R.G.B..(Red, Green Blue) high 
resolution monitor is available for 
those of you who need (or want) to see 
your programs in colour. The monitor 
provides exceptional clarity and in true 
Dick Smith tradition retails at $599.00. 


e Two new printers are also being 
introduced. One is a new ‘daisy wheel’ 
printer which provides letter quality 
printing at 18 characters per second. 
The printer includes built in 
diagnostics and can use any of the 
large variety of ‘Diablo’ compatible 
print wheels. Price is a very good 
$695.00. 


The other printer is also a ‘daisy wheel’ 
type but includes a full typewriter 
function. In other words, a dual role 
printer/typewriter. It features front 
panel control for strike, pitch and 
vertical tabbing as well as providing 
many features not found in similar 
units such as auto feed on insertion of 
paper and forward and reverse paper 
feeding—all at a touch of a button— 
price, an incredible $895.00. 


e A 10MB (10 million bytes) 





“Uchida” daisy wheel printer. 


courses have been made available to help 
‘first-time’ users. 


For Sydney users: The Kuringai 
College of Advanced Education at 
Lindfield provides a number of adult 
computer awareness courses in both day 
and evening sessions. Some 20 courses 
are offered, covering a wide variety of 
computer skills. The College does not 
however, offer specific software product 
training. The College can be contacted 
during normal business hours on 


Typewriter / inter. 


Hard Disk storage unit for the Challenger. 


Supplied complete with the necessary 
Interface, cabling, DOS and 
documentation, it is only $2,495.00— 
that’s $1,000.00 less than other units 
currently available. 

See the section on User Group news 

for more details. 


(02) 467-9200. 


Courses covering the detailed uses of 
the Perfect suite of programs (as 
supplied with the Expanded Challenger) 
are available through Micro 
Workshop (02) 235-0502. The classes 
will cover all aspects of the packages 
supplied with the Challenger. 


Information on other courses in all 
States will be published as they become 
available. 









10 MD Hard Disk. 





RGB High Resolution Monitor. 











The range of “Perfect” software supplied with the Challenger. 


The area of software will, no doubt, 
be of major interest to you all and as 
such, we will devote a special section of 
DSE Comput entirely to it. In future 
editions of the newsletter we will be 
doing regular in-depth software reviews 
and providing ‘hints and tips’ to assist 
you as well as passing on users’ 
comments etc. 

In this issue, we will briefly talk of 
some of the software coming for both 
the Challenger and CAT computers and 
then look at whats in store for the 
future. Again, tell us of software that 
you use, why you think it is good and 
whether (or not) you think DSE should 
be stocking that particular product. 

What’s available overseas? 
Hopefully, we'll keep you up to date 
with the latest and will include reprints 
from overseas magazines as they come to 
hand. 

Three very specific products have 
been developed as the forefront as being 
the major requirements around which 
‘anyone’ can build their business 
interests. They are; Word Processing, 
Spreadsheet and Data Base programs. If 
you have purchased the Challenger you 
are more than fortunate as these 
programs have already been provided for 
you. 

Let’s briefly outline what these 
programs do and how they can help you. 


Word Processing: 


Word Processing is the art of using a 
computer to produce documents in text 
form. Irrespective of what the text may 
be, for example, from a simple letter to a 
book, the program allows you to type in 
the information, make corrections, add 
special effects such as bold printing and 


Perfect Writer Version |.00 Main Selection Menu 
(C) 1982. 1983 Perfect Software, Inc. 
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Perfect Writer Selection Menu. 


underlining, all on the screen and to then 
‘format’ the document so that it appears 
on screen as it will be printed. 


Additionally, many word processors 
offer sophisticated features such as 
variable size printing, proportional 
printing, sub and super-scripting as well 
as providing many useful document 
commands such as the ability to move 
whole blocks of text around, or to 
‘globally’ search for a particular word or 
phrase and correct it throughout the 
document. Most good word processors 
also allow the use of a variety of fonts as 
well as supporting a range of different 
printers from the more common dot 
matrix type to the now widely used daisy 
wheel type. 

Other features such as tabbing, 
centering and vertical spacing are useful 
in the production of ‘forms’. The ability 
to handle folded sheet printing is also a 
very good feature. For example, an eight 
page document is usually printed as two 
double-sided pages. The page numbering 
sequence for printing of the inner pages 
(2 and 5, 1 and 6) therefore becomes an 
attractive feature. 

All in all, the word processor is 
perhaps one of the most genuinely useful 
(and under-rated!) programs ever 
invented. 


Spreadsheet: 


Spreadsheet programs are a little 
more complex. They provide the ability 
to enter and evaluate large amounts of 
numeric data, to provide (usually) 
financial analysis of a business. Most 
spreadsheet programs provide around 50 
(vertical) columns and up to 255 
(horizontal) rows of information. All 
mathematical functions are used in 
addition to which are provided special 
commands such as SUM (to calculate the 
sum of a number of rows or columns) 
and AVG (to get an average). 
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Other features are the ability to move 
information around within the ‘sheet’ 
and to ‘replicate’ complete columns and 
rows as well as selectively printing 
sections of the ‘sheet’. 

Perhaps one of the greatest 
advantages of a spreadsheet type of 
program, lies simply enough in its ability 
to be used in a ‘what if? situation. For 
example, you have just realised that your 
overheads have gone up (again!) and to 
cover costs you will need to increase your 
product (or service) pricing accordingly. 
By simply changing the formula that 
calculates your profit, i.e. changing one 
value, you can in a matter of seconds see 
what the result of the change would 
mean to your entire structure— fantastic. 

Another example could be that the 
Treasurer decides tomorrow to increase 
Sales Tax—how would that affect your 
profitability. Again, the beauty of 
having a ‘what if? ability aliows you to 
get an answer in seconds. 

Believe me, fiddling with your 
financial data can actually be fun and 
will result in giving you a much better 
understanding of your business. 


Data Base Management: 


A Data Base Management program, 
put simply, is one that allows the user to 
create on screen, a file card. The user can 
‘design’ the card to suit any given 
requirement by simply placing the field 
(information) headings (such as Name, 
Address etc.) in any position on the 
screen. 

The information is then keyed in to 
the ‘card’ and here again, flexibility is 
the key. After entry, the information can 
then be sorted by virtually any given field 
in either ascending or descending order, 
can be printed in just about any desired 
format and generally ‘played’ with to the 
user content. 

Producing the hard copy record of 


First Name: = Middle: 
Title: _____ Salutation (Dear) 
Organization: 


Individual Member Data Base 

[X] Access Individual Members 
[ ] Generate List/Report 
[ ] Generate Mail 

{ ] Define Subset 

[ ] Define List Format 

[ ] Define Printer Form 


Data Base selection. 


your data is yet another area of great 
flexibility offered by this type of 
program. For example, you can 
selectively print your data by one or 
more specified criteria such as Post code. 

Uses for a Data Base type program 
are (again) virtually limitless but include 
such areas as record keeping for doctors, 
dentists, clubs and any application that 
requires storage and manipulation of 
large amounts of data. 


Accounting Software: 


DSE have been fortunate enough to 
secure the services of a company who for 
many years have been at the forefront of 
providing business software to a range of 
users from small businessmen using a 
micro-computer all the way up to 
corporate organisations with mainframe 
computers. Along with an excellent 
range of software, they can train users, 
provide long term support and do all 
necessary software modifications to 
enable a user to have a system totally 





Address: 
Address2: 





City: __. 
Country: —— 

Birthdate: —/— I 
Social Security: 
Date Hired: _— I l- 
Position: 


State: Zip: 
— Phone: la } = 


Number of Dependents: 
Salary: $s 


Profit Sharing Plan:{] 





Department: 





EDUCATION 


Degree: 
Comment: 





Data Record. 


Field: 





tailored to his/her 
requirements. 

Other software programs will also be 
available through the company to cover 
those ‘vertical’ markets, i.e. those who 
require special programs such as doctors, 
dentists, job costing, payroll and other 
‘professional’ packages. By catering to 
the ‘top-end’ of the market as well as 
maintaining their traditional links, DSE 
are obviously keen to provide their 
customers with a solid software base. 

We welcome your comments, 
suggestions etc. in this most important 
area. If you find, see or even just hear 
about a program or application that you 
would like to know more about, or one 
that DSE sell and you would like more 
detail, just let us know, and we will 
endeavor to answer all requests. In fact, 
if you have recently purchased a DSE 
software product, and think you are able 
to put pen to paper and write about it, 
why not submit a review of it and we will 
publish it, hopefully having corrected 
your ‘shpelling mustakes’. 

Books also form an important part of 
software and as such we will also 
occasionally be doing (brief) book 
reviews so look out for that from the 
next issue. 


General: 


Challenger owners are fortunate in 
that these three categories of software 
are all provided free with the Challenger 
expansion unit. These packages are 
Perfect Writer, Calc and Filer and 
perform all the functions thus far 
described. 

Cat owners are able to choose from a 
wide selection of the most popular 
programs such as Wordstar word 
processor, Multiplan spreadsheet and D 
Base 11 database programs. 

Comprehensive lists of all software 
tested on the Challenger and Cat are now 
available at all Dick Smith Stores. 

¥Z200 owners will also be pleased to 
hear that the VZ word processor will be 
available very soon! 


particular 





USER GROUP NEWS 





It is the intention of DSE Comput to 
provide a medium by which owners of 
the many of the range of computers 
currently marketed by the Dick Smith 
group are catered to. Being new, 
naturally the CAT and CHALLENGER 
computers will take precedence over 
others, however that does not mean that 
we have forgotien or worse still, ignored 
you. 


Over the coming issues, we will 
introduce topics for just about all 
interests. We will try to present articles as 
an overview to give you, the reader, a 
good understanding and therefore 
background on the issue being discussed. 


DSE Comput will print articles on 
topics such as the use of computers in the 
home, school and your office, graphics, 
high-level languages, hardware add-ons, 
specialist software, education and even 
computer crime. 





Challenger 


The flagship of the DSE range has 
enjoyed resounding success since release. 


The first shipment sold out within 
weeks! The good news is that the second 
shipment has just arrived—watch out 
IBM. 

Software lists for the Challenger and 
the Cat detailing all software tested thus 
far by the computer services dept. at 
DSE are now available at all DSE stores. 
The lists are very comprehensive and are 
updated regularly. However if you are 
running a program on the Cat or 
Challenger that you want included please 
drop us a line so that other users may 
benefit. 


A most significant development for 
the Challenger is that we have sourced 
necessary software/hardware for 
terminal emulation use. 


The following terminals have been 
successfully emulated. IBM 5250, 3278 
and Honeywell 7200. If you require 
further information please contact 
computer products at DSE. 


Ten megabyte hard disks are now 
available for the Challenger and these 
should sell well to those whose data 
storage requirements exceed the capacity 
of normal floppies. The best news about 
these hard disks is the price—only 
$2499.00. 


The Cat 


The Cat has also pounced off to a 
great start with strong initial interest 
shown by Educators and students, The 
Cat has not escaped the keen 
businessman who has been impressed by 
the high BYTES PER BUCK that the 
Cat offers. We at DSE are also offering 
a range of small business software 
including Visicalc 11, PFS File and 
Sandy’s Word Processor. 





The VZ200 





Well VZ owners we have some 
exciting news for you as well. DSE have 
an opportunity to purchase disk drive 
units for the VZ! Only we want your 
reaction first. The units would be priced 
around $300 and have a capacity of 80K. 
If you think these disk drives would be 
useful and you would buy one please 
write and let us know. If the demand is 
there we will push the development along 
as quickly as possible. 





| 


L~~ OVER TO YOU 


This column, in future issues will be 
yours. Your experiences, thoughts and 
assistance are sought as contributors. 

We are actively seeking involvement 
from you in this newsletter. To be more 
specific, there are a number of areas that 
we believe you as an owner/user of a 
computer can provide useful 
information and thus help both us and 
other users. 

Other users may be presented from 
having difficulties in certain areas with 
either the use of the machine and/or its 
software, be it an operating system 
(DOS) or a package you may have just 
purchased. 

Your experiences in setting up the 
machine and its software are invaluable 


as are your first impressions and your 
thoughts (say) a month or three months 
later. How do you feel now about your 
purchase—was it worth it—do you feel 
you got good value for money—is the 
machine doing what you intended, better 
or worse. What other applications do 
you use it for. How do you relate to the 
computer and how has it affected your 
business or home environment??? 

Please address all correspondence to 


The Editor 

DICK SMITH ELECTRONICS 
“COMPUT” 

P.O. Box 321 

North Ryde, 2113 

N.S.W. 





DSE Bulletin Board 


The proposed DSE bulletin board is 
scheduled for August (subject to 
Telecom approval). The services offered 
on commencement include, 


1. Message system. 


2. Technical information such as our 
regular technical bulletins. 


3. Uploading and downloading of public 
domain software. 


All you need to log on to the DSE 
bulletin board system is a computer with 
an RS232 interface, suitable 
communications software and modem. 
The service is free and will be invaluable 
for those DSE computer owners wishing 
to keep up to date on their systems. 

Subject to Telecom approval, this 
service will be operational from 20th 
August on (02) 887-2276. 


COMING NEXT 
ISSUE: 


Our second issue will 


concentrate, aside from what will 
become our regular features on 


education, the use of computers 
both as a teaching tool and as a 
subject. For example, ‘‘How 
should we be using computers in 
our schools’’? I hope to present 
views from three sides— the child, 
the parent and the teacher. 





That’s all for this the first issue of the 
DSE COMPUT newsletter. We at DSE 
sincerely hope that it has been 
informative and useful. 


PA830/7.848C 


